
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



The Population of Irelan 



COUNTIES. 



Antrim 



Armagh 



Cavan - 
Down 
• Donegal 
Fermanagh 
Londonderry 

Monaghan 
Tyrone 

Carlo w ~ 

Dublin 
Kildare - 

' Kilkenny - 

King's - 

Longford 

Louth 

Meath 

Queen's 

Weftmeath 

"Wexford 

Wicklow - 

Clare 

Cork 

Kerry - 

Limerick - 

Tipperary 

Water ford - 

-Galway 
Xeitrim - 
Mayo - 

Rofcommon 

Sligo 

Totals 



Number of 
houfes in the 
year 1777 



Number of houfes, each 
paying 



One hearth. 



22184 

I4OOO 

9521 
27367 

l 3344 

5819 

1648; 

10999 

17516 

5696 
25256 

12680 

9461 

5489 
774i 

15768! 

11689 

10050 

12938 
8076 
12564 
50003 
1 1 673 

20252 

J 995 r 

9577 

17230 

5040 

17229 

8348 
6150 



448426 
in 1777. 



The number of houfes returned in 1785 
fthe -year before the new olan was 



20519 
17386 

10129 

28570 

13348 

7749 
19784 

16491 
20843 

5594 

7797 
6850 

13409 

9088 
5292 

7947 
16172 
10715 

9656 

15508 

6846 

10906 

48105 

"453 

J 9474 

21806 

11156 

17508 

542i 

16517 

10066 
7401 



Two or more 

hearths. 



450756 



3667 
I360 

937 
3168 

1438 

687 

1416 

889 

2055 

821 

J 5 6 54 
i 5 6 7 

1478 

1481 

576 

77i 
2161 

r 4i3 
1 129 

2063 

*3 6 4 

691 

8691 

1038 

2384 

2396 

2124 

1438 

233 
762 

699 

674 



Number of houfes 



Newly in- 
habited. 



1066 

722 

202 

1234 
283 

293 
968 

990 

923 

308 

508 
389 
382 

498 
212 
II 7 
674 
419 
424 

766 

385 
262 

I944 

593 
799 
771 

536 

357 
128 

959 

533 
179 



belonging 
to pau 

pers. 



67225! 18824 



3002 

2043 

20I I 
2900 
2528 
I IOI 
2418 

I54S 
3921 

1806 

II27 
2466 

2035 
1814 

l 93 2 
1091 

3196 
1430 
2030 

21 11 



Total 
number of 
houfes in 

1788. 



Number 
of houfes 
wherein 
poutarion 
J7a^ hren 
taken. 



28254 
215II 

l 3 2 79 
35872 

'7597 
9830 

24586 
19918 

27742 

8529 
25086 

I I272 ! 

I 

*73°4 

12881 
8012 
9926 

22203 

l 3977 
*3 2 39 

20448 



2123' 10718 
2439J 14298 

7435 
3228 



3 J2 5 

3 6 97 

1400 

4187 

1219 

6822 

3998 
2496 



84679 



66175 
17312 

26032 

28670 

15126 

23490 

7001 

25060 

15296 

10750 



621484 
in 1788, 



1022 

7*5 

901 

1300 

986 

628 

1146 

I2 53 
14108 



ilation of Ireland as taken in the 1 



f houfes, each 
lying 

Two or more 

hearths. 



3667 
1360 

937 
3168 

» 4.5 8 

687 

14.16 

889 

2055 

821 

J 5 6 54 
1567 

1478 

1481 

576 

77i 
2161 
1413 
1 129 

2063 

*3 6 4 

691 

8691 

1038 

2384 

2396 

2124 

1438 

2 33 
762 

699 

674 



Number of houfes 



Newly in- 
habited. 



1066 

722 

202 

1234 
283 

293 
968 

990 

923 

308 

508 
389 
382 

498 
212 
II 7 

674 
419 
424 

766 

385 
262 

I944 

593 
799 
771 

536 

357 
128 

959 

533 
179 



icJonging 
to pau- 
pers. 



67225I 18824 



3002 

2043 

20I I 
2900 
2528 
1IOI 
2418 

154S 
3921 

1806 

II27 
2466 

2035 
1814 

l 93 2 
1 09 1 

3196 

1430 
2030 

2111 

2123' 

2439! 

7435 
3228 

3* 2 5 

3 6 97 

1400 

4187 
1219 
6822 

3998 
2496 



Total 
number of 
houfes in 

1788. 



Number 
uf houfes 
wherein 
pollution 
ha^ hren 
tuken. 



84679 



28254 
2I5II: 

I 3 2 79| 

35 8 /2 

'7597 
9830 

24586 
19918 

27742 

8529 

25086 
1 1272 

*73°4 

12881 
80x2 
9926 

22203 

l 3977 
*3 2 39 

20448 
1 07 1 8 
14298 
66175 

!73* 

26032 

28670 

15126 

23490 

7001 

25060 

15296 
10750 



*o75 

490 

994 
1386 

420 



Number 
of fouls 
therein. 



! _ 



743 

649 

400 



Names of the officers who took the popul 



g 00 C Mr. Mich. Monteigh, fupervifor, and Mel 
C. John Irwin and J. Beauchamp, hearth-ir 



3 l 3 l 



Mr: Spence, hearth-money collector. 



g g C Meffrs. William Spence and R. Rhumbolc 

I C collectors. 
8720 S^ r J* Richardfon, fupervifor, and N. V 
' I D. O'Brien, hearth-money collectors. 
C Meffrs. P. Walfli and P. Burchall, hea 
£ lectors. 



2452 



5139 

3967 
2348 



("Thomas Wray, Efq; infpector-general, a 
I hearth-money collector. 
Meffrs. P. Walth and J. Mathews, hearth-mo 
Mr. Ch. Blunden, fupervifor. 



621484 
in 1788, 



1022 


6640 


715 


4584 


901 


5670 


1300 


7954 


986 


6194 


628 


39 x 7 


1 146 


6409 


1253 


73»5 


" 


■"" 


14108 


87895 



I 



Mr. J. Saunders, fupervifor, and R. W 
Howlin, hearth-money collectors. 

' Tho. Wray, Efq; infpector-general, Mr. II. 
pervifor, and G. Smith, hearth-money a 



5 Mr. S. Frizell, fupervifor, and Euf. M< 

I hearth-money collector. 

CMr. W. Percy, fupervifor, and R. P. Da\ 

I money collector. 

C Mr. W. Percy, fupervifor, and P. Wa 

I money collector. 

f Tho. Wray, Efq; infpector -general, and J. 

I money collector. 

^Mr. J. Sullivan, fupervifor, and Wm. T 

£ A. Lowe, hearth-money collectors. 

("Mr. J. Hennon, fupervifor, and J. Carr ; 
I hearth-money collector? 



Nearly 6^ to each houfe. 



d as taken in the Year 1 788. 



Number 
of fouls 
therein. 



6988 



3»3* 



Names of the officers who took the population. 



C Mr. Mich. Monteigh, fupervifor, and Meflrs. Sam. Read, 
I John Irwin and J. Beauchamp, hearth-money collectors. 



Mr: Spence, hearth-money collector. 



r /c- 5" Meflrs. William Spence and R. Rhumbold, hearth-money 

I C collectors. 
8720 S^ r J* Richardfon, fupervifor, and N. Winchley and? 
' I D. O'Brien, hearth-money collectors. 5 

C Meflrs. P. Walfli and P. Burchall, hearth-money col- 
£ lectors. 



2452 



5139 

39^7 
2348 



("Thomas Wray, Efq; infpector-general, and P. Godfrey, 
I hearth-money collector. 

Meflrs. P. Walth and J. Mathews, hearth-money collectors 
Mr. Ch. Blunden, fupervifor. ... 



OBSERVATIONS. 



4 taken from abftra&s. 



Nearly j from abftracts. 

t ' 
t 
Nearly | from abftracts. 



45 8 4 

5670 

7954 
6194 

39*7 
6409 

73*5 



87895 



66 40 fMr. J- Saunders, fupervifor, and R. Walfli and Edw. 
I Howlin, hearth-money collectors. 

CTho. Wray, Efq; infpector-general, Mr. II. Bowen, fu- 
£ pervifor, and G. Smith, hearth-money collector. 

5 Mr. S. Frizell, fupervifor, and Euf. M'Gellicuddy, 

I hearth-money collector. 

(Mr. W. Percy, fupervifor, and R. P. Davies, hearth- 

l money collector. 

C Mr. W. Percy, fupervifor, and P. Walfh, hearth- 

l money collector. 

f Tho. Wray, Efq; infpector-general, and J. Bere, hearth- 

I money collector. 

$"Mr. J. Sullivan, fupervifor, and Wm. Templeton and 

£ A. Lowe, hearth-money collectors. j 

("Mr. J. Hennon, fupervifor, and J. Carr and J. GildeaJ 
I hearth-money collector? 



Nearly 4- from abftracts. 



t 
t 
t 
t 
f A trifle from abftracts. 



t 
t 

t 

t 

f A trifle taken from abftracls 



taken from abftra&s. 



Nearly 6^ to each houfe. 



Longford 

Louth 

Meath 

Queen's 

Weftmeath 

"Wexford 

Wicklow - 

Clare 

Cork 

Kerry - 

Limerick - 

Tipperary 

Water ford 

-Gal way 
Xeitrim - 
Mayo - 

Rofcomraon 
; Sligo 

Totals 



5489 
774i 

15768! 

11689 

10050 

12938 

8076 
12564 
50003 
1 1 673 

20252 

J 995* 

9577 

17230 

5040 

17229 

8348 
6150 



448426 
in 1777. 



The number of houfes returned in 1785 
fthe year before the new plan was 
formed) was - 

Increafe of 1785 over 1777 
Increafe of 1788 over 1785 



5292 

7947 
16172 
10715 

9656 

15508 

6846 

10906 

48105 

J 2453 

J 9474 

2.1806 

11156 

17508 

542i 

16517 

10066 
7401 



450756 



576 

77i 
2161 

r 4i3 
1 129 

2063 

*3 6 4 

691 

8691 

1038 

2384 

2396 

2124 

1438 

233 
762 

699 

674 



212 
II 7 
674 
419 
424 

766 

385 
262 

I944 

593 
799 
771 

S3& 

357 
128 

959 

533 
179 



397644 



67225! 18824 



53334 



1932 
1091 
3196 
1430 
2030 

21 11 

2123' 
2439! 

7435 
3228 

3 i2 5 



8012 
9926 

22203 

*3977 
*3 2 39 

20448 
1 07 1 8 
14298 
66175 
17312 

26032 



400 



3697' 28670 



1400 

4187 

1219 

6822 

3998 
2496 



84679 



23344 



15126 

23490 

7001 

25060 

15296 

10750 



1022 



7*5 



901 



1300 
986 



628 



1146 



I2 53 



621484 14108 
in 1788, 



In 1785 



474322 
I 25896 
1147162 

Number of Houfes included in the above return of 1788: — Athlone, 6y6 — Belfaft and f 
Londonderry, 1642 — Kilkenny, 2689 — DiftricT: of the Metropolis, 14,327— Waterford, 4097- 

The return made to the Houfe of Commons of this fame year, 1788, was but 614,457, wn 
obliged to take the greater part of the returns from the abftracls, the furvey-books not havir 
officers included the ivqfte houfes. Whereas the utmoft care has been taken to extract the waft 
where we were ftill obliged to make ufe of the abftracls. But upon the whole the return fro 
the officers in their abftracts fuppreffed feveral houfes which they had returned in their furvey-bc 

The method in which the population has been taken is as follows : — I have felefted the mod 
inhabiting the fame; but where they fhould not be able to obtain a clear and fatisfa&ory acco 
fouls, rather than give one that could not be thoroughly depended upon. Having the books be 
.of new houfes ; thirdly, the number of houfes with more hearths than one to each ; fourthly, the n 
I caufe a proportionate number of each fort to be extracted, till I have the twentieth part of thi 
I take the firft 1 06 houfes inhabited by perfons of that defcription which appear on the face o 
part of 21 1 1 as I can go without a fra&ion : then I find the number of n?w houfes to be 766, 
houfes having two hearths and upwards to be 2063, fo I take the number of fouls annexed to 
hearth each and paying duty to be 15,508, fo I take the number of fouls annexed to the firft 7; 

C O U N T Y O F 



Total Number. 



Number of houfes 
whereof the population 
has been taken. 

infi 



Number of fo 
therein. 

cao 



'947 
hj2 

7*5 
)6 S 6 


77i 
2161 
1413 
1 129 


117 

674 
419 
424 


1 09 1 
3196 

1430 
2030 


9926 

22203 

x 3977 
J 3 2 39 


- 




508 


2063 


766 


21 11 


20448 


1022 


6640 


846 


*3 6 4 


385 


2123' 1 07 1 8 


- 


- 


906 


691 


262 


2439 14298 


715 


4584 


lo 5 


8691 


1944 


7435 


66175 


- 


— 


453 


1038 


593 


3228 


17312 


901 


5670 


474 


2384 


, 799 


3* 2 5 


26032 


1300 


7954 


806 


2396 


771 


3 6 97 


28670 


986 


6194 


*5 6 


2124 


536 


1400 


15126 


628 


39 x 7 


508 


J 43§ 


357 


4187 


23490 


1 146 


6409 


421 


2 33 


128 


1219 


7001 


- 


- 


5 l 7 

066 
401 


762 

699 

674 


959 

533 
179 


6822 

3998 
2496 


25060 

15296 
10750 


I2 53 


73*5 


756 


67225 


18824 


84679 


621484 
in 1788, 


14108 


87895 


644 

77 

85 


53334 


- 


23344 


474322 
1 25896 
1147162 


In 178 


5 the net 



I 



Mr. J. Saunders, fupervifor, and It. 
Howlin, hearth-money collectors. 

' Tho. Wray, Efq; infpector-general, Mr. 
pervifor, and G. Smith, hearth-monc 



5 Mr. S. Frizell, fupervifor, and Euf. 

I hearth-money collector. 

CMr. W. Percy, fupervifor, and R. P. '. 

I money collector. 

C Mr. W. Percy, fupervifor, and P. 

I money collector. 

f Tho. Wray, Efq; infpector -general, anc 

I money collector. 

^Mr. J. Sullivan, fupervifor, and Wm. 

£ A. Lowe, hearth-money collectors. 

CMr. J. Hennon, fupervifor, and J. Ca 
I hearth-money collector? 



Nearly 6^ to each houfe. 



return of 1788: — Athlone, 6y6 — Belfaft and fuburbs, 2641 — Cork, 8703 — Drogheda, 1731— 
t of the Metropolis, 14,327— Waterford, 4097 — Wexford, 1412 — Newry, 1772 — Sligo, 916— 

of this fame year, 1788, was but 614,457, which falls fliort of this return by 7027 houfes. 

from the abftra&s, the furvey-books not having come up. In a few inftances the abftra&s c< 
e utmofl care has been taken to extract the wafte houfes in this return (except in the few inft; 

abftracb. But upon the whole the return from the furvey-books exceeds that from the abftr; 
houfes which they had returned in their furvey-books ("which are fworn to) and kept the money to 
n taken is as follows : — I have felectod the mod intelligent officers, and have requefted them to 
t be able to obtain a clear and fatisfactory account, to pafs by fuch houfe without attempting t( 
^roughly depended upon. Having the books before me, I firft find out the number of widows ar 
th more hearths than one to each ; fourthly, the number of houfes with a fmgle hearth to each, whi 
be extracted, till I have the twentieth part of the houfes in the county. Thus in the county of ^ 
s of that defcription which appear on the face of the books, with the number of fouls annexed 
ien I find the number of n?w houfes to be 766, fo I take the number of fouls annexed to the f 
363, fo I take the number of fouls annexed to the firft 103 houfes in that defcription; laftly, 

take the number of fouls annexed to the firft 775 of fuch houfes, and I find the account to ftani 

COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 



Total Number. 


Number of houfes 
whereof the population 
lias been taken. 


Number of fouls 
therein. 


. 


21 I I 
766 


ic6 

;8 


549 
164 


About 54 to each houfe. 
About 43: to each. 



6640 

45 8 4 

5670 

7954 
6194 

39*7 
6409 

73*5 



87895 



("Mr. J. Saunders, fupervifor, and R. Walfh and Edw. 
I Howlin, hearth-money collectors. 

CTho. Wray, Efq; infpector-general, Mr. II. Bowen, fu- 
£ pervifor, and G. Smith, hearth-money collector. 

5 Mr. S. Frizell, fupervifor, and Euf. M'Gellicuddy, 

I hearth-money collector. 

CMr. W. Percy, fupervifor, and R. P. Davies, hearth- 

l money collector. 

C Mr. W. Percy, fupervifor, and P. Walfh, hearth- 

l money collector. 

f Tho. Wray, Efq; infpector -general, and J. Bere, hearth 

I money collector. 

^Mr. J. Sullivan, fupervifor, and Wm. Templeton and 

£ A. Lowe, hearth-money collectors. 



} 



t 
t 
t 
f A trifle from abftradls. 



t 
t 

t 

t 

f A trifle taken from abftracls 



i 



Mr. J. Hennon, fupervifor, and J. Carr and J. Gildea, 
hearth-money collector? 



A taken from abftra&s. 



Nearly 6^ to each houfe. 



the new houfes were confounded with the others. 



uburbs, 2641 — Cork, 8703— Drogheda, 1731 — Galway, 947— Limerick and fuburbs, 4866-- 
-Wexford, 1412— Newry, 1772— Sligo, 9 1 6— Youghall, 830 — Kinfale, 1070 — Navan, 854. 
ich falls fliort of this return by 7027 houfes. The caufe of this variation is, that we were 
lg come up. In a few inftances the abflratts contained more than the furvey-books, as the 
e houfes in this return (except in the few inftances noticed in the column of obiervations) 
m the furvey-books exceeds that from the abftra&s by 7027 houfes ; the caufe whereof is, that 
joks ("which are fworn to) and kept the money to themfelves. 

intelligent officers, and have requefled them to fubjoin to each houfe the number of fouls 
unt, to pafs by fuch houfe without attempting to give any account whatever of the number of 
fore me, I firft find out the number of widows and paupers in the county ; fecondly, the number 
lumber of houfes with a fingle hearth to each, which pay duty ; and when I have fufficient materials 
2 houfes in the county. Thus in the county of Wexford there are 21 1 1 paupers and widows, fo 
f the books, with the number of fouls annexed to each, ic6 being as nearly the one-twentieth 

fo I take the number of fouls annexed to the firft 38 new houfes ; then 1 find the number of 
the firft 103 houfes in that defcription ; laftly, I find the number of houfes having but one 
'5 of fuch houfes, and I find the account to ftand thus : 

WEXFORD. 



About 54 to each houfe. 
About a-t to each. 



formed) was - - - - j 397644 
Increafe of 1785 over 1777 
Increafe of 1788 over 1785 



533341 - I 23344(474322 

I 25B96 
I147162 



In 1785 



Number of Houfes included in the above return of 1788: — Athlone, 676 — Belfaft and f 
Londonderry, 1642 — Kilkenny, 2689 — Diftrict of the Metropolis, 14,327— Waterford, 4097- 

The return made to the Houfe of Commons of this fame year, 1788, was but 614,457, w ^ 
obliged to take the greater part of the returns from the abftracls, the furvey-books not havir 
officers included the ivq/ie houfes. Whereas the utmoft care has been taken to extract the waft 
where we were ftill obliged to make ufe of the abftracts. But upon the whole the return fro 
the officers in their abftracts fupprefied feveral houfes which they had returned in their furvey-bc 

The method in which the population has been taken is as follows : — I have felefted the moft 
inhabiting the fame; but where they fhould not be able to obtain a clear and fatisfa&ory acco 
fouls, rather than give one that could not be thoroughly depended upon. Having the books be 
.of new houfes ; thirdly, the number of houfes with more hearths than one to each ; fourthly, the n 
I caufe a proportionate number of each fort to be extracted, till I have the twentieth part of thi 
I take the firft 106 houfes inhabited by perfons of that defcription which appear on the face o 
part of 2 1 1 1 as I can go without a fraction : then I find the number of n?w houfes to be 766, 
houfes having two hearths and upwards to be 2063, fo I take the number of fouls annexed to 
hearth each and paying duty to be 15,508, fo I take the number of fouls annexed to the firft 7; 

COUNTY OF 



\ 


Total Number. 


Number of houfes 
whereof the population 
has been taken. 


Number of fc 
therein. 


Poor - 

New r 

Double hearths - - - - 

Single ditto - 


21 1 I 

766 
2063 


ic6 

103 

775 


549 
164 

919 

5008 


Totals - 


20448 


1022 


6640 



In the other counties where I had fufficient materials I proceeded in the fame manner ; but v 
defcription, I have given a fmaller number of houfes of each fort. The foregoing ftatement of 1 
to falfe conclufions. 

The number of houfes returned in the year 1788 is certainly far fhort of the truth. In the t 
cf houfes omitted ; to wit, the check-furveys made by fupervifors of certain parifhes in each walk, : 
in the other parts of their walks than in the parifhes thus furveyed, muft be a matter of accic 
were more or lefs frauds committed in them than in other places, the probability is that the fr 
other parts of the fame walks collected by the fame officers. If the frauds committed through 
number of houfes omitted in th^ faid thirteen counties amounts to about 24,800 ; and if any 
is probably greater than 24,800. : 

To this number muft be added the houfes omitted in feveral of the other counties. The f 
opinioE, formed on a variety of circumftances, is that they amout to 20,000. But I can only g 

The wafte houfes, or thofe returned as fuch, are not included. Many of them, probably foi 
from the collector. He frequently returns houfes as wafte which have paid the duty. 

In the houfes the population whereof has been taken, no barrack, hofpital, fchool-houfe or j 

Whether the other houfes in trie kingdom contain in proportion an equal number of fouls 
If they do, and if the number of houfes amounts to 650,000 (which I believe to be fhort of the t 
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In 1785 the new houfes were confounded with the others. 
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7 

5 

:turn of 1788: — Athlone, 676 — Belfaft and fuburbs, 2641 — Cork, 8703 — Drogheda, 1731 — < 
of the Metropolis, 14,327— Waterford, 4097 — Wexford, 1412 — Newry, 1772 — Sligo, 916— "Y 
>f this fame year, 1788, was but 614,457, which falls fliort of this return by 7027 houfes. 
from the abftra&s, the furvey-books not having come up. In a few inftances the abftrafts cor 
utmoil care has been taken to extract the wafte houfes in this return (except in the few inftar 
abftracb. But upon the whole the return from the furvey-books exceeds that from the abftraif 
>ufes which they had returned in their furvey-books ("which are fworn to J and kept the money to t 
taken is as follows : — I have felefted the mod intelligent officers, and have requefted them to j 
be able to obtain a clear and fatisfa&ory account, to pafs by fuch houfe without attempting to 
oughly depended upon. Having the books before me, I firft find out the number of widows and 
1 more hearths than one to each ; fourthly, the number of houfes with a fingle hearth to each, whic 
t extracted, till I have the twentieth part of the houfes in the county. Thus in the county of "\fi/ 
of that defcription which appear on the face of the books, with the number of fouls annexed t( 
n I find the number of n?w houfes to be 766, fo I take the number of fouls annexed to the fir 
>3, fo I take the number of fouls annexed to the firft 103 houfes in that defcription; laftly, I 
ake the number of fouls annexed to the firft 775 of fuch houfes, and I find the account to Hand 

COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 



Total Number. 


Number of houfes 
whereof the population 
has been taken. 


Number of fouls 
therein. 


. 


211 I 

y66 

2063 

15508 


ic6 

103 

775 


549 
164 

919 

5008 


About 54 to each houfe. 
About 44: to each. 
Nearly 9 to each. 
About 6£ to each. 


20448 


1022 


6640 


About 6-fg to each houfe. N. B. This is hig 
of the moll induftrious counties in the ki 



iterials I proceeded in the fame manner ; but where I have not been able to give the population 
ufes of each fort. The foregoing ftatement of the county of Wexford proves that to, neglect the 

!8 is certainly far fhort of the truth. In the thirteen counties marked with a j I have fome g 
by fupervifors of certain parifhes in each walk, and returned upon oath. Whether the hearth raon 

hes thus furveyed, muft be a matter of accident ; but as thefe parifhes wtre chofen by myfell 
in other places, the probability is that the frauds committed in them have been pretty mud 

me officers. If the frauds committed through the thirteen counties be equal to thofe committee 

unties amounts to about 24,800 ; and if any of the fupervifors have been guilty of collufion c 

fitted in feveral of the other counties. The frauds committed in fome of thefe appear as gr< 

that they amout to 20,000. But I can only give my opinion, 
e not included. Many of them, probably fome thoufands of them, were inhabited. The inh 

as wafte which have paid the duty. 

taken, no barrack, hofpital, fchool-houfe or public building is included. 

tain in proportion an equal number of fouls with the 14,108 houfes whereof the population h; 
io 650,000 (which I believe to be ihort of the truth) then the number of fouls in the kingdom m 



X* 



the new houfes were confounded with the others. 



uburbs, 2641— Cork, 8703— Drogheda, 1731— -Galway, 947~Limerick and fuburbs, 4866-- 
-Wexford, 1412— Newry, 1772— Sligo, 9 1 6— Youghail, 830 — Kinfale, 1070. — Navan, 854. 
ich falls fliort of this return by 7027 houfes. The caufe of this variation is, that we were 
lg come up. In a few inftances the abftrafts contained more than the furvey-books, as the 
e houfes in this return (except in the few inftances noticed in the column of obfervations) 
m the furvey-books exceeds that from the abftracts by 7027 houfes ; the caufe whereof is, that 
joks ("which are fworn to J and kept the money to themfelves. 

intelligent officers, and have requefted them to fubjoin to each houfe the number of fouls 
unt, to pafs by fuch houfe without attempting to give any account whatever of the number of 
fore me, I firft find out the number of widows and paupers in the county ; fecondly, the number 
umber of houfes with a fingle hearth to each, which pay duty ; and when I have fufficient materials 
^ houfes in the county. Thus in the county of Wexford there are 21 n paupers and widows, fo 
f the books, with the number of fouls annexed to each, 106 being as nearly the one-twentieth 

fo I take the number of fouls annexed to the firft 38 new houfes ; then 1 find the number of 
the firft 103 houfes in that defcription ; laftly, I find the number of houfes having but one 
r 5 of fuch houfes, and I find the account to ftand thus : 

WEXFORD. 

uls 

About 54 to each houfe. 
About 44: to each. 
Nearly 9 to each. 
About 6£ to each. 

About 6£ to each houfe. N. B. This is higher than the general average. Wexford is one 
of the moft induftrious counties in the kingdom. >] 

sphere I have not been able to give the population of the twentieth part of the houfes of each 
the county of Wexford proves that to, neglect the taking a due proportion of each would lead 

:hirteen counties marked with a -f I have fome grounds whereon I have computed the number 
and returned upon oath. Whether the hearth money colleclors have been more or Jefs fraudulent 
lent ; but as thefe parilhes wtre chofen by myfelf, without any previous knowledge that there 
auds committed in them have been pretty much upon an equality with thofe committed in 
the thirteen counties be equal to thofe committed in the parifhes fo furveyed therein, then the 
of the fupervifors have been guilty of collufion or negligence, the number of houfes omitted 

rauds committed in fome of thefe appear as great as in the other thirteen counties. My 

;ive my opinion. 

ne thoufands of them, were inhabited. The inhabitants frequently fhut their doors, and hide 

mblic building is included. 

with the 14,108 houfes whereof the population has been taken, muft be a matter of conjecture. 

ruth) then the number of fouls in the kingdom muft be computed at above 4,040,000. 
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An ESSAY towards afeertaining the POPULATION of 
IRELAND. In a Letter to the Right Honourable the Earl 
of CHARLEMONT, Preftdent of the Royal Irijh Adadetny. 
My GERVASE PARKER BUSHE, Efq-, M.R.I A.. 



My Lord, 

X BEG leave to fubmit to tHe Royal Iriih Academy a paper Read June 
compiled in the year 1789- from the furvey books of 1788* 5 * 179 °* 
Imperfect as it is, it may throw fome new lights upon the. 
population and refources of Ireland; and the communication of 
it to fo refpe&able a body may lead to the obtaining, farther 
iuformation upon the fubjed, under their aufpices^ It was my 
intention to have added the. increafed number of houfes returned 
in 1789; but after having examined; fome of the books, and 
after a detection of the frauds committed by feveral of the hearth- 
money, collectors in that year, I iiud that fhould I undergo the 
labour of totting up the number of houfes they have returned, 
I {hould ftill be left to computation and conjecture. Several 

increafes 
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increafes indeed over the year 1788 have appeared in the furvey 
books of 1789. I have obferved in the paper that the number of 
houfes fuppofed to be omitted in the thirteen counties marked with 
a 1 amounts to 24,800 ; I have now reafon to conclude that it 
amounts to considerably more. 



The number fuppofed to be 
omitted in 1788 was, 

In the county Longford - 1000 



In Kerry 
In Clare - 
In Limerick - 
In Cork - 
In Tipperary - 
In Donegal - 



1500 
2500 
1600 
8000 
1 000 
- 2500 



The increafed number r-etwned 
in 1780, is, 

2143 

2441 

2482 

2090 

7460 in about half the county. 

833 in about one fifth part of 
the county. 
2304 in about one fifth part of 
the county. 



It would be ufelefs to give an accurate account of returns 
which I know to be deficient j my utmoft labour could lead me 
to nothing more than a tolerable computation. I am perfectly 
convinced that the houfes fuppreffed in 1788 in thcfe thirteen 
counties, which I computed at 24,800, do amount to 40,000 5 
and I have now fome grounds on which I can compute the 
number omitted in the remaining nineteen counties. I believe 
that when I eftimated them at 20,000, I did not exaggerate. It 
may eafily be conceived that there may be fome official reafons 

which 
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which may make it imprudent to publifh the particulars, or to 
divulge to the officers the exact quantum of- my expectations from 
each of them ; but I have no objection to fhewing to any member 
of the Royal Irifh Academy the principal grounds of my compu- 
tations, the returns from which the accounts of population have 
been taken, the inftructions to the officers under which thefe 
returns have been made, and to let them judge of the im- 
partiality and care with which the computations have been 
formed. 

In the paper which I have enclofed I have obferved that if 
the number of houfes amounts to 650,000, and if they contain 
an equal number of fouls to each with thofe whereof the popu- 
lation has been returned, then the whole number of inhabitants 
muft be computed at above 4,040,000. That we may fafely 
add 30,000 houfes to the computed number of 650,000, I have 
no doubt whatever ; but as to the number of fouls which fhould 
be allowed to each houfe, I can by no means fpeak with equal 
confidence. Since the compilation of the paper I have received 
fome farther returns. 



In 
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Counties, 



City of Dub-T Merrion-fquare 
lin, taken > 
in Spring J Sackville-ftreet - 



Taken in An-} Kevin's and Au- 
tumn ^S doen's Pariflie* > 



•*? Kevin's and : A 
3 doen's Pariflie 

Dublin county 

Cork city - 

Cork county, about Fermoy - 

Ditto, about Baltimore - 

Waterford - - - - 

Kildare - - , - . ■» 

Ditto - - - ~ ' - 

Londonderry - - 

Donegal - - 

Tyrone - - 



No of 
Houfes. 



33 
19 

723 
lSa8 

1566 

•"39 
100 

jao 
j 89, 

621 

554 
235 



8471 



No.of 



■ « U'J ! "W l.JP.J «r» 1 mi* I I,> ■ JJ I IWBP.JIM ".• ■■* 

FerTon$ from whom T received the 
Return*' » 



41 7 P. Uackctt, hearth-money collector. 
(5j<5 T. Yaughan, hcsfftsh-rooneycolkcior. 

7910 Hackett and Nugent, hearth-money 
collectors. 
x 03 29 H. Haughton, hearth-money collector. 

14 193 J. Croker, Efqj infpe&or of hearth- 

6$2S W. Boyce, hearth-money" collector 1 

521 Counfellor Grace. 

1435; I" "Wf^a hearth-roopey ooll^cT:or,_ 

1069 Tho.;Thompfi)ni hearth-money col. 

lecjor. .->,,.*,- ... ; 
7033JM1V -R. Baikcr; h tarth-memey 'cbl- 
r ,~ lector. ,.•-,,■ - : [. 1 ■ 

3 148 Mr. D. Downing, fuperrifor of 

hearth-money. ', 

4072 Wm. Campbell, hearth-money col- 

' : le<3or, > ; .'• : '.-':- i .:. ; ,. £!'■•■ 

1508 From a rerura made,<o t the,Hon, 

Thomai Knox many years ago, 

58796 



In thefe returns the proportions adhered to in the paper arc 
not obferved. The population of Merrion-fquare and Sackville- 
ftreet, and of the many other parts of Dublin, is fictitious. 
The fame perfons are counted over again in the country. And 
whether the fouls contained in the Barracks, College, fchools and 
public buildings of Dublin (which have not been counted) may 
make up for the number which migrates during the fummer, is 

a matter 
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a matter which I have not at prefent fufficient materials to 
determine. Upon the whole, thefe returns of population exceed 
the returns in the paper ; but in my opinion we fhould be 
nearer the truth by forming our conjectures upon the paper 
alone, than by adding thefe to them. 

To acquire complete knowledge upon the fubjecl requires 
more afnftance than I can expect from thofe officers who are 
concerned in the collection of hearth-money. The office of a 
tax-gatherer is not popular, and he has not the fame facility of 
acquiring information which the gentlemen of the country or the 
perfons employed by them would have, if fome of them fhould 
think proper to affift in the enquiry, and to return lifts of the 
number of perfons contained in the houfes of their refpective 
neighbourhoods. To the hearth-money collector the people fre- 
quently refufe an anfwer. The wealthy, or their fervants, often 
think the queflion impertinent, and the poor often fufpedt that 
it is afked with fome bad defign. From careleffnefs, and from 
fufpicion, fome of the inhabitants are frequently forgotten in 
the enumeration. I cannot fay that in any place where I have 
checked the returns by a partial return made by other officers, I 
have found the numbers to have been exaggerated. In a country 
where the local population varies fo much in the different parts 
of the fame county, it feems to me .impofuble to arrive at any 
thing like accuracy, unlefs we fhall be able to obtain returns 
from different parts of the fixteen counties where the popula- 
tion has. not yet been taken. Should they fall fhort of the returns 
I have received, perhaps the population of the kingdom may itill 
be eftimated at above four millions. The inhabitants of 30,000 

Y houfes 
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houfes may certainly be added to the number conje&ured in 
the paper, and together with the inhabitants of the public build- 
ings, they would make up for confiderable deficiencies. 

I could have wifhed to have marked the proportionate pro- 
grefs of building and of population in the different parts of the 
kingdom, and to have traced the effecTs of the linen manufacture, 
and of encouraged or neglected agriculture ; but after much exa- 
mination I find myfelf more capable of warning others againft 
falfe conclusions, than of leading them to true ones. The increafes 
which appear on the face of the paper are no evidence whatever 
of the proportionate increafe of each county ; they depend prin- 
cipally on the accident of having had lefs faithful officers in a 
particular diftrid in 1777, or on being more fortunate in 1788. 
The reader who mall conclude that the county of Monaghan, 
where the houfes appear to have almoft been doubled in num- 
ber fince 1777, has made a greater progrefs in population than 
the .county of Limerick has made in the fame period, will draw 
his conclusion from very uncertain premifes. 

According, to Sir William Petty, the houfes amounted in 
1672 to but 200,000, of which 160,000 had no fixed hearth, 
24,000 had: but one chimney, and 14,000 had more chimnies than 
one, and the people were but 1,100,000. If we can believe that 
under a variety of difadvantages which are now removed, Ireland 
did in an hundred and fixteen years more than treble her popu- 
lation, our expectations of future increafe may be great indeed. 
But I cannot give implicit credit to the returns of the number 

of 



E 'Si ] 

of houfes in the time of Sir William Petty. When I reflect that 
in 1786, when fwom officers had been appointed to colled the 
duty, and after the frauds of federal of them had been detected 
and punifhed, there were houfes fuppreffed to the number of near 
two hundred thoufand, can I fuppofe that the lifts formed in 
1672, under lefs effectual laws, and a more imperfect method of 
calculation, could have been free from fraud and error ? In 
many refpeds, however, Sir William Petty's trad contains true 
and valuable information ; and I believe that he was a writer to 
be much relied upon as to any matter which he could know. 
I can readily believe that the houfes of Ireland, though 
probably more numerous, were to the full as wretched as 
Sir William Petty reprcfents them. The perfons who then 
colle&ed hearth-money could have had no temptation to return 
houfes as having no fixed hearths which had fixed hearths. An 
houfe without a fixed hearth was not exempted from duty, 
but by the 1 7th and 1 8th of Charles II. it was to be charged as 
having two hearths. It fhould feem that the legiflators of that 
day were fenfible of the wretchednefs of their fellow-fubje&s, 
and thought double taxation an admirable receipt for curing 
poverty. Thefe 160,000 houfes, the common abodes of the 
Iriih peafantry, are defcribed by Sir William Petty as not worth 
five fhillings each building. Compare Sir William Petty's account 
with the enclofed paper, and we may contemplate with pleafure 
the progrefs of Irifh profperity. Sir William Petty's computation 
of 5^ to each houfe, I fuppofe to have been founded on fome 
enquiry, though he does not ftate the grounds on which he 
formed it. Ireland was 'at that day a country of pafturage, and 

Y 2 the 
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the caufes which appear to me to account for a greater number 
of fouls being generally found in the houfes of Ireland at prefent, 
did not exift in the time of Sir William Petty. Timber was 
probably more plenty ; the wretched habitations, worth but five 
Shillings each, could not hold two families ; and another houfe, 
fuch as the peafant was accuftomed to, was eafily built. Probably 
he had neither a male nor a female fervant, as is ufual with 
many of the peafants in the tillage counties j nor an apprentice^ 
as is cuftomary in the North. 

If the actual population of Ireland fhould be found greater 
in proportion to the number of the houfes than that of other 
countries, perhaps the following caufes may account for the fad. 
The great body of the people who inhabit 450,756 houfes of one 
hearth each, paying the duty (as they are returned in the paper), 
but who probably inhabit 500,000 houfes, appear to me to have 
generally arrived at that ftate of induftry wherein a man becomes 
valuable, and the price of his labour is on the increaie ; but not 
at that ftate of profperity which would enable them to procure 
as comfortable habitations as may be feen in other countries. 
They are almoft all married, and there are few inftanees of their 
not having children. They generally marry young ; and potatoes 
being their general food, they are under no apprehensions of 
being unable to fupport their children ; perhaps too for children 
there is no food fo good. Thefe children are their wealth ; the 
lather, therefore, is in no hurry to part with his fon fill he 
marries, and will flay with him no longer. Even after marriage 
the fon or the daughter frequently lives with the parents. 

The 
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The houfes are built, not by the landlord, but by the tenant; 
and to build an houfe for his family is not always . an eafy 
matter to an Irifh peafant: The fcarcity of timber and of 
watling is an additional impediment. In the tillage counties 
(and tillage is becoming very general) if the peafant arrives at 
better circumflances, it is after a courfe of painful induftry ; and 
money fo acquired is not readily parted with. He is more 
defirous of taking more land than of improving his houfe. He 
lives in the fame fort of habitation that he has been ufed to, 
and that his poorer neighbours inhabit; but he hires labourers 
and fervants who live in his houfe ; and increafes the number of 
his houfehold without increafing their accommodations. How- 
ever I may contradict the opinions of others as to the nature 
of the Irifh peafantry, 1 will venture to ftate what I have 
obferved in a county where tillage has taken root. I think that 
no peafantry can be more induftrious ; and the continued frugality 
of thofe who have grown rich is perfectly aftonifhing. The 
fhortriefs of tenures is another caufe that the peafantry ate 
unwilling to build houfes in feveral parts of the kingdom, and 
of courfe of families not ieparating early. I am happy to obferve 
that in my own memory the peafantry have grown more intel- 
ligent, more flurdy, and have more confidence in the laws than 
they ufed to have. But I am informed, and I cannot difbelieve, 
that in thofe parts whefe the lands are let to middle-men, the 
peafant wifhes frill to conceal his fubflance, and efpecially that 
he is unwilling to build a good houfe, which would only increafe 
the rent of his farm, of which he generally has but a fhort 
tenure;. 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, I believe that more people are crowded 
into one houfe in Ireland than in other countries, for two rea- 
fons; firft, that many cannot afford to build; and fecondly, 
becaufe thofe who can, have many motives to prevent them. 
Notwithstanding this the new buildings in an increafing country 
cannot be inconfiderable. We fee by one of the columns in 
the paper that they amount to 18,824 in one year; and I be- 
lieve that column to approach nearer to the truth than any other 
in the paper. In order to know the real annual increafe of 
houfes, we fhould deduct from that number the houfes which 
have gone to decay; and there is fo much fraud and error in 
the accounts of them, that I can give nothing more than a loofe 
conjecture. I believe they may amount to about nine thoufand. 
Perhaps there may be another caufe for the number of people 
being fo great in proportion to the number of houfes ; in my 
opinion the being without poor rates has that effect. When the 
labourer dies, his houfe is often broke up, and his family is 
divided amongft the neighbouring peafantry. Thofe who are able 
to work hire with them as fervants ; and even thofe - who are 
not fo, are readily taken by their neighbours, both from kindnefs, 
and from the hope of future affifiance from their labours. Even 
in the houfes inhabited by widows and paupers I do not find 
the population to run very low, but it is very unequal. In 
one houfe I frequently find but one poor widow ; in the next 
the remains of two, three or four families living together. In 
the newly inhabited houfes the population runs low ; the caufe 
is that many of them are not fully inhabited, which finks their 
general average ; fometimes there is but one fervant in the houfe. 
In the houfes of two hearths and upwards, inhabited by the 

gentry, 
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gentry, and by wealthy farmers and manufacturers, the popu- 
lation uniformly runs the higheft. 

I have the honour to be, 

With the greateft refped, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's moft humble fervant, 

G. P. BUSHE. 

July 5th, 179^ 



